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Conraisutions To Patmotocican Anatomy. By 
Joun P. Hanasuson, M.D. Louisville, Ky. 


— t art of the physician consists im the 
an ee ee aa 


remedies. It demands a high degree of perspicieoce 
in the physician, to disentangle the intricate and 
complex train . in many 


indication of treatment. The torch of pathological 
anatomy, sheds much light on the identification o. 
disease. But dissevered from an anterior know- 
ledge of the history and treatment of the disease, 
an examination of the dead body, contributes but lit- 
tle to an enlightened pathology. Fur in the mass 
organic lesions, which may burst upon our sight in 
mortem scrutiny, our minds may precipitately 
upon effects for causes. In the precession of cer-: 
tain manifestations of morbid action, to certain other 
manifestations exhibited in the onward march of the 
same disease, we ascribe causation to the phenome- 
na which have antecedence. Thus, when a man 
receives some afflicting news wi.ich strikes deep on’ 
the sensibilities of his nature, his body in some way) 
responds to the tone of feeling, which agonizes his) 
mind. Either apoplexy or hepatic derangement, or , 
a complete suspension of the digestive process, may | 
ensue. Here the primordial link of the short chain , 
of disease is in the mind. This fact, of familiar ob- | 
servation, is a full refutation of the doctrine of ma- | 
terialism, in whatever shape or under whatever dis- | 
guise it may be presented. Upon post-mortem ex-' 
amination, we may find blocd in the brain of a man | 
dying from apoplexy, brought on by intense mental 
excitement. The blood in the brain is an effect of , 
an antecedent phenomena, entirely immateria!.— 
But perhaps upon our sectio cadareris, we fied no 
structural elieration whatever, either in the brain, 
or in any other partof the system. The rationale 
then would be, that the illapse of passion had at | 
ence completely arrested the seusorial energy, and 
thus extinguished life before arterial reaction could | 
take place. What occurs in the examples adduced, | 
may arise from other agencies. The composite | 
structure of man is continually operated on by va- , 
rious extraneous causes, whilst his own ever restless , 
spirit is forever pouring its multiplied urgencies, 
which in a combined or uncombined action, are 
constantly goading our frail systems into irreguiari- 
ties of nervous and vascular movement. It too fre- 
quently happens, that physicians prescribe for symp- 
toms merely—that the citadel of discase is left unat- 
tacked, whilst the medical arm is wasting iis strength 
on the out-works—or what is a more appossie iilus- 
tration, the root and trunk are left to flourish, whilst 
the more prominent branches ere truneated. Now 
to identify a disease we must keep an open eye upon 
the rise and progress of its phenomena, and careful- 
ly review the wlwle ‘ract of ground already troddén, 
as well as keep up «clear perspective of the line 
of advancement. 
We imay apnly ‘> 2 innititade of analogous morbid 
phenomena, tte remark of Ovid respecting Doris 
and her dai) -hte:s: 


“ 





; 
Facies ron omnibus una, 


Nec diversa tamen.”’ 








It is well for us, ever to keep in sicht the dicsimili- 
tude, an? not be deccived by the semblance into a 
belief of the ‘unity of diseased action.” ween no such | 
unity exists, byt as 2 mere coivage of the brain, of | 
an illustrious but fad/idée man. ( 

The above rev arks, will receive Ulustration from 
the following cases. 


| its texture, e 


| appearance, extended itself up the leg, and induced 


a ‘Communic ations, post paid, addressed to the Edi- 
tor, or W. H. Woodward, will receive attention. 





CINCINNATI, DECEMBER 20, 1826. 





Case 1. On the 2ist of August i I was iovi- 
ted to attend ya eel ie of the Hos- 
pital, the mortem tion of a man, who 
hed died before, after a short stay in the 


was brought in sick, but no certain 
information was obtained of him respecting the his · 


“VOL. L 


Abdomen.—Stomach healthy, but very rugese ia- 
ternally. Other organs healthy, except the liver, 
which was tuberculated, much ,» and firmis 
adherent to the diaphragm. No pus im this viscus, 
but the whole texture seemed replete wi 
white tubercles of different sizes; some on 





tory of his case, as he gas not rational. 
Fiead—Brain healthy in espe 
—Brain in aspect, but more water 
than ordinary in the ventricles. 

Thorax healthy, except some adbesion 
to the pleura costalis, a very frequent 
appearance. water in the left thoracic cavity, 
denoting that recent inflammation produced the ad- 
hesion as well as the serous effusion. 

Abdomen—Stomach inflamed exclusively in the 
mucous tissue. very much broken down in 
ingly soft and fragile—was easily 
broken upon handling it. Intestines not materially 


altered > Se rather darker than usual. 
—Liver, thy in aspect. 


There was an ulcer of apparently long existence, pl 


situated on the left toe, whic had recently, from 


face adhering to the diaphragm, were as 
asa Snail hes , amd internally, some wwe 
small as a grain of wheat. 

It seems astonishing that the liver could carry on 
its functional action, in the midst of such organic 
lesion. The arterial blood, derived from the celiae 
through the hepatic artery, turnished the pabulum 
of this structural disease; whilst the great venous 
trunk, ministers the meterials out of which the biie 
is elaborated. 

The os humerus was much diseased, being affected 
with that species of exostosis, which consists im a 
spongy expansion of the bone, with many perforations 
penetrating the structure. The condition of the liver 
revealed by this dissection, coutra indicates the em- 
oyment of mercury altogether. ‘The proper prax- 
is medicine would have been mild diuretics, with 





mortification in the interuments of the foot and 


counter irritation over the liver. But there is an 
alinost insuperable difficulty, in the way of our medi- 


‘apart. The dropsical effusion had commenced about 


_ removed the water, and gave him a moderately sore appearauc” withost fur--=-uarine 


| apparently well, but returned in about eight weeks. 


cal discerament, in such cases, from the ambiguous 
vature of the symptoms. The cases of Dr. Baillie, 
recently published in the Rerosrtory confirm the 


lower part of the leg. What was the cause of the! 
man's death' Here > a fruitful field for discussion, | 
where perhapsmany flowers of fancy may be plucked, : 
but very little fruit of sound deduction aa above observation. 

Some of the gentlemen present, contended that he} Case 3. D. Gough, came in the Hospital, labour- 
had splenitis; some argued that he died from inorti-j} ing under fever and ague, with great prostration of 
fication of the foot and leg; others that the condition strength. Was cured of the intermittent in a few 
of the stomach marked clearly that it bore the omgs|| days, but Lis recovery was tardy. N vital powers 
morbi. ‘This diversity of opinion shews us that no] were much enfeebled by his former addictedness to 
one is entitled to exclusive ocenpancy on ground so| spirituous potation. One peculiar symptom cirar- 
debatable, and that the extensivencss of the pros-'| acterized lis ease:—a slow and laborivus respiration, 
pect is rather calculated to minster gratification to | as if he was snffering under cerebral compression.— 
the ‘eve in fine vision rolling,’ than lead to sound and He walked about a litt!e;—bhaving exercwed rather 
sober inferences of judgment, from data indisputa- too much, and exposed himself tu the damp air, he 
bly established. | relapsed; an inflammation tevk place about the 

Case 2. [. Beatte, formerly a soldier, presen- | neck, and Le soon died. 


ted himself at my office as an itinerant beggar in, ctie abdomini ; very large aspec 
the winter of 1823—4. He was a pitiable object, — wore yea oa ragm ne ~ 
well calculated to arouse the sympathy of the common | of the abdomen, and colon. About a pint of serous 
spectator. Abdomen greatly enla by ascites, and’) tiuid in the abdomen;—the capillary vessels of the 
such was the tumefaction of the lower extremities | omentum, and of that part of the peritoneum which 
that his legs looked like large bags stuffed with) tines the anterior paries of the alxtominal cavity 
straw. He walked with his feet near a foot and half) were turgescent. . 
The adhesion of the liver to the diaplragm aad 
| wall of the abdomen, furnishes a clew for ise ex- 
|planation of the peculiar respiration witacssed ip 









a year anterior. I discovered no evidence of any pa- 
ralysmiec condition of the viscera of the abdomen. 
Bowels in good order—appetite pretty good—toncue |. 
some what ‘urred. Saye thet the is oa addicted to} ‘Ms ¢28¢- 

spirits. Face very pale, and skin of a very white! Case 4. Clark asked my advice, in the summer 
colour. Has a tumour very painful at tizes, on) of 1224, for a jaundice with which be was afllicted; 
the humerus, near the middle, anteriorly. Rather, but did not follow my directions. About four weeks 
imbecile in mind, and can give but a seanty detail)|susequent, he again called on me, with the super- 
of bis case. I put him on a course of squills digita- addition of ascitic ds psy to his jaundice. The icte- 
lis and calomel, alternated occasionally with —* ritious appearsace of the skin and eyes was intense 





tart. and jalap, asa purative which in six or7 w {lis bowels were very torpid, toorue very red in its 
intensely yellow; 
mouth. His arm very painful, and increased in size; —alvine dis: varg. s w)i.e;—uo pan about te liver; 
whilst onder the mercurial influence. He left town _s-appetite impaired: —, wise slow and fluent;—cannot 
lie on the right side: —creat bebetude of mind and 
worse in every respect—debility angmented, and ! y-) incrinessoi musculer uncergy. Sent bin to the Hos- 
dropic accumulation likewise much inreeased. 1) pital: he wos purged simot dary with cream. art. 
sent him to the Hospital, where he died ina week. and Jalap by tie alteméing physiciacs, but with no 
My tour of duty commenced a few days before his’ sort oi beneficial eticet. 
death, and I therefore opened the body. Head—Ce-| Water continued to accumulate, until it became 
rebrum rather softer than commog ig its texture:) prressive from mycre mechanical weight and pres- 
no other appearance worth noticing. leare. He was tapped, at hisown sumrestion, by 
Thorar.—WHeart small and flabby: aceretion to! :myse!t, shortly af ciy tours f service Commenced. 
the pericardium about an inch in extent. Lanes, Dect! quarts of very ° s water were evacuated. 
' appliances, when he found 
ithe water reaceuaulauag. Seven days after the 
. 


natural in aspect, but slightly adherent to the costal) ile refused «!! 
pleura. 











. 









|3 


will 


5 





4 
4 


i 


| 
| 


iH 


Hy 

ER 

E. 

+H 


— 


| 


i 
f 
f 
i 
i 


i 
[ft 
P 
ef 
i 
Pf 


| 


| 


: 
F 


i 


I 
if 


5 


; 
- 
i 
25 
Fe 
{ 
; 
Fe 


i 


+ 


r 
ẽ 
| 
rf 


ẽ 


| 
; 


i 
i 


: 
5 


: 


a 
F 


inquisitive mind, several prominen 
particularity, well worth analytic investigation. 
The liver was enlarged by the interstitial | with 
tion of coagulable lymph. By this accumulation jj | 
of adventitious matter, the —— - 
the emulgent apparatus of the organ was 
upon; yet the vena portarium continued its 
office, the bile being secreted, was not taken up 
the pori biliaarii, in consequence of the structural 
de t; but was absorbed by the hepatic vein 
and thus the discoloration of the skin, eyes, &c./ 
etisued. This man was ill some time, and it 
strange that so much fat should remain about the 
lower intestines. This phenomenon lends some con- | 
firmation to Dr. Rush’s theory of the use of the) 
adipose substance of the omentum, that it is sub- 
servient to the nutrition of the body, by bein , — 
absorbed and passing into “the liver, which performs —The history I am now to give you, 
the office of a chylopoetic viscus, during long) must considered as applying only to the more 
intervals of eating.”” Here the liver was so much||severe and extensive cases of inflam | 
diseased that this office must have been entirely | — The slighter affections of this sort, not in- 
— and the adipose matter remained unab.|| terfering materially with the a —⏑⏑———— 
80 > are. of course, marked by fewer more trivial char- 
ters. The symptoms, then, of violent and danger- 
ab infemmaticn tm Ge fone, eso vesiein, end 
follow in a certain order, one arising out of, and 
de ing on, another. Now it is of importance 
that you should mark the series and de ence; as, 
in practice, our chief attention should be directed 
to the primary symptoms, rather than the secondary, 
or still more remote ones; because the removal of 
the latter has no necessary tendency to relieve the 
essential part of the disease, the i tion, but 
a a Thus if, as is often done, you 
were to give sti ts in order to relieve the gen- 
prostration of strength that takes 
i be likely 


to the inflammation, and that without a 
pouttility of 
view 


1. Pain in the Chest.—The natural insensibility of 
the lungs renders pain an equivocal symptom, as 
I have already told you. When present, it bears in 
fact no a? aa to the degree of the 
disease present, the worst cases of pneumonia heing 
those in which there is the least 
tention, therefore, should be chiefly directed to the 
state of fupctions, in order to form your judgment 
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tion, being ive 

casion. o doubt, the coats of this vessel, as of 
any other, may participate in the disease; but this 
| does not appear essential. 


march of this vice through our land; a vice which, 
like another Cerberus, opens its wide and devouring 
jaws to eat up the beaith and happiness of masy,' 
otherwise valuable members of our society; corel 

i 


has the indelible stamp of the Almighty's curse 
upon it, inasmuch as it, like Circe’s cup, transforms 
the man into a brute, bringing upon its deluded | 
victim disease of body, hebetude and darknew of 


mind, and cloudiness of mural vision. 





— 
[From the Boston Medical Intehgencer.} 


Dr. Clutterbuck’s Lecture on Inflammation of the 
- Substance of the Lungs. 

When the substance of the lungs is attacked by ( 
inflammation, exclusive of the pleura, there is but | 
little pain experienced , and not at all in proportion | 
to the degree of the disease. There is commonly, | 
however, more or less of pein felt, and which may | 
be variously seated m the chest, according to the | 
seat of the inflammation. Sometimes the pain shoots 





through from the front to the back, and is often felt | of the case. 
the shoulder |. lade: i bout 2. Di rath @ continued kind.— The 
wuder the iider €: sometimes a the top ot ae — with whees- 


of the shoulder or clavicle; and not unfrequently 
about the middie of the arm. These pains in the 
back, shoulder, and arm, are ofien mistaken for 
yheumatism, especially by the patient himself, so 
that you must '\¢ m your guard against this. Instead | 
of vain, there is a! times only asense of weight or | 
oppression compiained of. 

When you have not pain to guide you to the seat 
of disease, your judgment mmst be formed chiefly 
from the «tate of the functions, that is, from the 
state of respiration principally, though other fune- 
tions will be often disturbed also, as l shall presently 
mention. 

Theory. —Now to understand this, you have only 
to recollect that inflammation, ig so loose a texture 
7 that of the inogs, most of neerssity be attended 


breathi 
tes This symptom is occasioned by the pressure 
made hy 
and miaute ramifications of the broachia, impeding 
thus the admissioa of air into the lungs. 

3. .4 livid hue of the skin in various parts, especi- 
ally of the cheeks, lips, and nails. This arises from 
the Llood not having undergone the necessary chan- 
ges in the lungs, owing to the i adinission 
of the air in breathing. And as anunal heat depends 
in a great measure on respiration, this being imper- 
fectly performed, coldness of the criremities likewise 
takes place. 

4. The same pressure which acts on the arrvessels, 
influences also the bloodecssels of the lunes, namely. 
the minute branches of the pulmonary artery and 
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on the oc- | 


tion of the || 


in the. 
| cateemeny cantons © 


pain——Your at-' 


the swelled portion of lung on the aircells | 
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character of the blood itself, by 
less fitted to excite the brain, and othes 


body, whence the general torpor and 
rved. 
cases of the 


peripneumony, — od 
a brown hue, similar to whet is ohserved in 
low fever; and this ge he the same cause, 
the condition of brain. The thicker 
and darker the crust on the tongue is in these cases, 
the greater in general is the danger of the disease. 
There is often no cough, because the mucous 
membrane is not always or generally affected. 
When cough does occur, however, there is not 
| much expectoration at first, and the expectoration 
is often of a brown or sanious arance; some- 
| times it is bloody, but the blood is rather of a dark 
H thaa a florid hue. 
| The history I have now given, you are to consi- 
der as an extreme case of the disease, and as it 
appears in its most simple and uncofmbined form. 
|Im most cases, it is a much milder disease than I 
have now stated, and is most frequently accompa- 
_ pied with more or less of inflammation of beth the 
| investing membranes, the plenra, and of the mucous 
, membrane, or that which lines the Lronchia.—Hence 
, the pain, and cough, and expectoration, that so 
commonly are found in combination with the other 
symptoms. 


Progress and Terminations —The 
eee Se ep > ing to the 
, violence of the disease the age of the patient. 
jie infants, it often runs its course, and proves fatal 
in little more than eight and forty hours; and the 
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Peripneumony terminates in various ways; as, 


accomplishing the object you had in | ist, by resolution, as it is called; that is, by simply 


\subsiding, without even expectoration or other 
obvious change: 2d, More frequently it terminates 
in coughing and expectoratiun. more early 
| this cakes pines, and the more copious and easy the 
discharge of mucus becomes, the more likely is the 
‘disease to terminate favourably. 
| 3d. By abcess, commonly though needlessly 
termed tomica. The approech of this may be sus- 
pected from the continuance of the oppressed state 
|\of breathing, after the pain and febrile symptoms 
jhave declined. Occasional shivering fits, also, 
jindicate approaching suppura un. The abcess 
|, commonly bursts into the bronchia, when the matter 
is brought up by coughing. Sometimes, though, 
rarely, it penetrates through the pleura, into the 
cavity of the chest, and then constitutes what is 
called that is, a collection of purulent 
fluid in the thorax. In many instances, the hungs 
adhering to the ribs, the matter makes its way 
between these, and is discharged at the skin, often 
very remote from the opening into the chest. 
Patients occasionally recover under all these cir- 
cumsiances, though slowly, and after a long period. 

4th, By hemoptysis. —This occurring early in the 
dssease, tends powerfully to take off the —9 
tion, though, in itself, it is not unattended with 
danger. 
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appearance es, 
turgid state of the jugular veins, not only 
stupor, the effect of mere ion, but becomes 
also, in some Cases, a cause’of ivritation to the ar- 
teries of the brain, urging them to an increase of | 
propulsive action, and cousequent rupture and ex- 
travasation of blood 


4 
FF 


F 


sy 

hue of the skin, with coldnes of the extreme parts; 
a feeble and irregular ; and the occurrence of 
stupor and delirium. A thickly coated brown and 
@ry tongue, also indicates danger. 

Treatment.—'T he common remedies for inflamma-' 
tion are all that are required in this case. Bloodietting, 
commenced at an early stage of the disease, is par- 
ticularly necessary, and this often to a great extent, 
fhe patient in many cases requiring to be bled, once, | 
or oftener, daily, according to the severity of the 
symptoms, for many days in succession, till either 
the disease gives way, or the strength will no | r 
allow of this evacuation. Of this, you are to judge 
chiefly by the pulse. In proportion as this declines, 
in strength and fulness, you are to be cautious in 
abstracting blood. You must be aware, however,that | 
the pulse in this disease is not whully or exclusively | 
to be trusted to; fur, owing to the blood retaining its 
venous character, and thereby not stimulating the, 
heart and arteries sufficiently; and partiy, also, to 
the imperfect trausinissivn of the bleed through the , 
pulmonary artery; the pulse at the wrist may be) 
weak and small, though the general strength be still 
unimpaired. In such cases, you must judge of the’ 
general strength from other circumstances, such as 
the duration of the disease, the quantity of blood al-| 





to the attack. 


of | quality; thus occasioning a continued difficulty of 
|| asthma, and that fluctuates in 


: 
1 
: 


ted, as the 


poorer classes generally is t 


succeeding winter, becomes worse on each return, | 
ly a foundation fur various incurable 
states of disease in these organs. The mucous 


E 


breathing, with constant cough, vulgarly termed 
int of severity with 
season and weather. The tion of the pleura, 
in its turn, gives rise to adhesions and serous accu- | 
mulations in the cavity of the chest. While the con- 
tinued or frequently repeated attacks of inflamma- 
tion, however slight, in the lungs themselves, gradu- | 
ally induces an alteration of structure in these parts, 
which, by slow degrees, degenerates into pulmonary 
consumption, a disease which we shall soon have to, 
police. 

Nor is this the whole of the mischief that results 
from slight and neglected inflammation in the pul- 
monary organs. The resistance the heart encoun- 
ters in its endeavours to propel the blood through 
the lungs in the diseased state of these organs, be- 
comes a source of irritation to the heart, that at 
length terminates in actual disease, such as morbid 
enlargement or other change of structure, either in 
the heart itself or the large vessels connected with 
it; attended of necessity with disordered action, dis- 
coverable in the pulse, and which is productive of 
the greatest possible distress to the patient, and not 
unfrequently a sudden and fatal termination. A 
great proportion of the chronic diseases of the heart 





— lost, and the state of the patient immediately 


In the advanced stage of the disease, when the 
skin is livid, the extremities cold, pulse feeble and 
irregular, and the tongue of a dark brown colour, | 
bloodletting is hardly admissible, though we may be | 
convinced the inflammation is still going on.—— 
Bleeding then, to any amount, will but hasten the | 
fatal event. In these cases, it is usual to give | 
stimulants, as ammonia, the seneka, aad wine: as if, | 

bloodletting was no longer admissible, an 
opposite treatment were required. It is difficult, 
however, to reconcile this with either reason or ex- 
perience. The reason commonly assigned for em- | 
ploying stimulants on such occasions, namely, ‘to! 
support the strength,” is quite fallacious; for no | 
medicine has any such power. All that stimulants | 
can do, is to excite vascular action: but this effect | 
is of short duration, and not favourable, one would 
, to the real disease, the inflammation-—— 

When the unfavourable symptoms I have just de- | 





scribed, have made their appearance, little, probs- 
bly, can be done by art for their relief. The insuf-; 
ficiency of our means, under snch circumstances, 
should make us doubly attentive to the disease in| 
the beginning, when it is mostly within our power. 
I hardly need observe, that, besides, Lloodietting, | 
counter irritation of diflereut kinds is to be used; or 
to remind you, that mercury, as on other occasions, 
and after a proper use of b letting, is calculated | 
to assist materially in the cure. As to what are 
commonly termed exprcterants, these are proba-; 









i+ Repository” at the end of the year, which will be 


originates in this way, namely in diseased luugs. 

General anasarca, first noticed about the ancles, 
is also frequently induced by the same caase, in- 
flammation of the parts within the chest, impeding, 
by pressure, or by the extension of inflammation to 
the great trunks of the absorbing system, the free 
discharge of lym 
cases of dropsy, if early attended to, and treated by 
moderate and ing, and other anti- 
phlo cistic measures, admit of cure, by the removal 
of the cause; whereas, if treated in a different way, 
by stimulants and tue like, they soon terminate fa- 
tally. 





WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1826. 





We have received, from our Louisville corres- 
pondent, a lengthy article on the Pathology of our 
Western Autumnal Fevers, which will appear ia our 
nent, 

2c— 

From the many solicitations of our patrons, we 

have concluded, to change the form and size of the 


on the first day of april next. 
We now contemplate, on octave form ef thirty 
two pares, monthly; te be neatly printed with long 


case, it continues | $°9¢, and our 


till perhaps the return of spriug and is renewed the’ 


| ing, elected Corresponding Seerctary 


into the veins. Many of these | 


| cine” now extant. To this list, thousands might be 


Pag 75 
we find, from ion, 
cents, if paid in advance or " 
i us to continue the w 


to be paid for, this year. The year is three fourti« 
inter wants his money.— Those wh 
have not paid for the present year, will please send 
it without delay, and oblige their humble servant, 
the EDITOR. 
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On the evening of the 16th ult. Jowx Woorrer, 
M. D. was elected Vice President of the “Ohio Mr- 


place of J. G. Lex, MLD. resigned. teenie 


Gur W. Waicurt, M. D. was, on the same even- 
After the 
Sparkes read a r on “Ophthal- 
was discussed. . C. Weoovwanp 
to read an essay on the “Pathology 
at the next meeting. 


—<—-»-_- So 


(CommcsicaTED.] 
J. G. Stevenson, M. D. in giving bis sketch of the 


/ election, Da. 
| mia,” i 


** 


| “Italian new Medical Doctrine,” has compared it 


with “Brown’s Elements of Medicine,” and says, 
that it contains principles essentially different from 
those of the Scotch reformer, which are important 
in themselves and in their practical results.” Two of 
the favorite theorems of Brown (he says) were—first, 
that all the powers applied to the living fibre are 
identical in their action, being all more or less sti- 
mulant—and second, that the greatest number of 
diseases arise from indirect debility, “or a diminu- 
tion of excitement succeeding (o excess of stimulus.” 
To the first of the Doctor's theorems, | would not 
at to make any serious objections; al 

the term stimulant, is to be received with caution: 
and its proper ication, as a curative means, 





| . . . 
requires the judgment of our best medical phi- 
losople 


rs. To the econd theorem there are 

many objections. as it misrepresents the original 
| language and meaning of Brown in his “Elements of 
| Medicine.”’ Others, with Dr. Stevenson, have fallen 
| into the same error; even Mr. Christie—who, to fa- 
cilitate, and the better to illustrate the fundamental 
principles of Brown's system, drew up a familiar 
| Operation, represented by a grate, with fuel, fire and 
air; as did alse Dr. Beddoes, who superintended the 


"publication of the best edition of the * Elementa Medi- 





| added, whose names rank high in the profession. I 
| attribute much of this wrong construction to tradi- 


»' tion, or a want of that intimate knowledge of the 
| fundamental principles of Brown's * Elemeats of Me- 


| dieine, which are so essentially necessary to every 


, individual, who shall attempt to sit in judgment upon 


: 


| that state of debility, produced by exoessive stimu- 


them. Brown's Elements very rarely constitute a 
portion of the physicians Library, and when they do, 
an obscure corner of the book case is generally per- 
mitted to retain them, alike unknown and unob- 


served. Indirect debility, agreeably to Brown, is 





lus, whether opium, alcohol, contagion, or any of the 
| passions are administered, or recetved; and by their 
operation, raise the excitement to seven-eighths of 


| its greatest possible height, leaving but one-eighth of 


4 the excitability tv be acted upon by further excit- 
' ing 


ers, which must always be very powerful to 
ece an increase of excitement. Foar-foerths ef 












and antispasmod 
mind, that is all — 
lowest states of excitement, the alimentary 
be kept free from obstraction; with 
, that in sthenic diseases active purging 

, and sometimes long continued, 





means, the excitement will be reduced; whereas in 


‘In order to show how far I am correct in the con- 
struction of his principles, I will here repeat his own 


language, that it may not be misunderstood: “‘the vio- 
lence and danger of universal diseases, is in n 
to the excess of ercitement, or its indirect, ar direct defi- 
ciency.” That Brown was incorrect in some of his 


theory, I will not deny—that he was less perfect 
than many of his opposers, in the present day, will 
require much evidence to make me believe. That 
his fundamental principles, will forever remain as a 
polar-star to the ion, 60 long as medicine shall 
be taught as a science, J have but — douht. 
I did not commence this paper for purpose of, 
eulogising his fundamental principles or their au- 
thor, but to correct some errors, that are imbibed 
by individuals against them, who know them not— 
Tradition, united with the prejudices of placemen and | 
the schools, have endeavoured to obscure his merits, | 
and cast 2 shade over the brightest genius of his age. | 
They would wish to embalm his memory in alcobol 
and opium, and have his works held up to the public 
gaze, as a faithful guide to the temple of Baccius. | 

A Bavunonian. 


tumour with the hand, almost as distinctly as in 
ses will be 























and a sense of fluctuation is felt upon striking 
ascites. Under such circumstances, the two disea- 
: from each other, by imqui- 
ring accurately into the history of the case. 
















up 

of active remedies in this disease, wiuch I have 
found to be ineffectual, and sometimes injurivus to 
the constitution. I have contented myself with 
keeping the bowels regular, and with directing such 
diuretic medicines as would not impair the general 
health. I have not found mercury, even when con- 
tinued for several months together, and having its 
full influence the constitution, produce a cure, 
or any ial change in this disease. The disease 
will sometimes remain s for a good many 
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it 


suficient for one fumigatiun; “hut,” says he, 
more may be used without inconvenience, 
I have known a'patient employ four ounces by 
take withuut any bad uences.” 

M. Dupasquier bas ed the above 
with signal, though not with invariable 
be has generally found, that the more acute 
ease was, the more readily it yielded to the 


ha 


t 





years, and the general health will be very little im- 
paired by it. In one instance, after it bad existed | 
for nearly thirty years, the disease disappeared | 
spontaneously, and the lady, who is still alive, re-| 
mained afterwards in good health. In three cases, 
where the women were young, and the dropsy con- 
fined to one large cyst in the ovarium, I have known | 
them to be effectually relieved by tapping, and the | 
disease not to return for several years. In one of} 
these the dropsy did not return for ten years. Where | 
the patient is young, and dropey of the ovarium | 
under favouraile circumstances, it is always worth | 
while to make a trial of this remedy. When the 

dropsy of the ovarium is composed of one cyst, the ' 
disease may be partially relieved by tapping; but it | 
almost constantly returns, and after a certain time | 
very rapidly, sv tliat there is only a short interval | 
between the operations. Still, however, some 

relief is afforded by each operation; and patients | 
will be ready to wincergo the operation for this relief | 
every two or three mouths for several years. | 


A firm swelling, avout the size of the fist or a/| 
large orange, is <ometimes to be feit in the situation 
of the ovarium, cither upon the right or the left side 






He generally encourages perspiration during 

process by givieg some slightly sudorific drink. The 
furnigations were * according to circumstan- 
ces; if the patient be strong or severely affected, 
he recommends it to be used three or four times a 


have disappeared, Sometimes partial fumigati 
only, which are much more easily t -ne fy the 


patient, may be required. 

In one case, the patient being afflicted with vio- 
lent pain in the shoulder, and very unwilling to 
repeat the fumigation, was directed to wear a little 
bag of camphor in the arm-pit, and in consequence, 
as M. Dupasquier supposes, of the specdy a tion 
of the camphor, the patient felt a numbness in his 


jarm about balf an cur afterwards, after which the 


pain rapidly ceased. The ¢ application was 
frequently employed with th. same resulis. The 
remedy is much more pleasant than sulphur fumiga- 
tion; and, from the peculiar properties of camphor 


jin allaying nervous excitement, and in promoting 


the secretion of the skin, we have no doubt is 
amore eflicacious remedy. We recommend M. Du- 
pasquier’s inode of ireating rheumatism, both acute 





of the abdomen. it will sometimes remain station- 








We have inserted the above communication, | 
without being able to determine on the design or) 
i of the author. We presume, how ever, |! 

that the inteation is, to «xplaw the doctrines of | 
Baows, in contra distinction to tose of the “Sa- | 
lian new Aedical Doctrine,” as compiled by JI.G. 
Stevenson, M. D. and republished in the 17th num- | 
ber of this Journal. Ifthe author has succeeded in 
marking out the dividing line between the two duc- | 


trines, we must confess ourselves unable to discover | — to he Gocten® Gum cutdter Guchestion, 


jt. Perhaps his object is to elicit controversy, and 
by that means bring the doctrines of brown, and 
those of the Italian schools, béfure the medical pub-! 
lic; if so, we will cheerfully open 
the furtherance of his design—for we have always 


not uaderstand, even, bjs first principies. Dr. Brown 
has advanced a few medical doctrines, that are, we. 
believe, admitted by all who woderstand them, and 


no doubt, will remain unimpaired, so long as man is | 


: 


| patient to the vetion of the camphor, vapor, in al few doors below Fourth, where any calls will be 


| 


mortal, and the physician’s art is required. [Ep. | 


‘ 


—— — — 


From the wapublished writings of the ceichrated Dn. 
Basu, of Landon. 


our columns to i 


heen of the opinion, that the doctrines of John | 494 lockjaw. 
Brown were tov often condemned by those who did | 
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an 


ary, but sometimes it will co on enlarging to a much 
ter size, and is not, as faras I have seen, sup- 
pressed by any remedy. ‘This solid structure of the 
ovarium is f und not uncommonly Liended with the 
dropsical cysts which have been lately mentioned. 


and chronic, local or general, to the attention of 


_ those practitioners who have the means of using it. 


Boston Med Intel. 
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[From the Boston Medical Intelti . 
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RHEUMATISM. 


The Editors of the Medical Review of Paris have | 
given seme cases of rheumatism to illustrate the 


which occured in the practice of M. Dupasquier. 
He adopted this practice in consequence of having 
observed the success of M. Cheze, who employed it 
from some su analogy between rheumatism 
In acute cases M. Dupasquier ob- 
serves, fumigation was preceded by bicediug; but in 
the cases related Ly hima, the fumigations were em- 
ployed without this precaution, aad attended with 
uamedinie advantage. M. Cheze employed camphor | 
internally, in julep, and externally, in the form of 
vapor, with friction; but M. Dupasquier confined | 
his practice to fumigation. “The best method of 
employing furnication,” ine says, “is by exposing the | 


| 





proper fumigatiag case or apparatus; and as itis not 
always practicavle to convey a patient, labouring 
under chronic rheumatism, to a vapor bath, he re- 


Dropy of the Ovarinn—Tie thest common) commends a portable fumigating case, similar to 


disease of the ovarium is that of its being dropsical.' the sudatory of M. 
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it may take 
= not 


ace at alrest any period of life. It 
in young women, and often oecurs 


La Beaume.” When the 
patient's cireumstances will not enable him to have 
& proper apperatus, “the casuphor vapor may be 


Migencer 
The operation of crushing the stone in the blad- 


|) der was performed at the Hotel Dieu in Paris, on 


\the 23d of September, in the presence of Baron 


_ Dupuytren, several Physicians, and all the pupils of 


| the Medical School. The operation was complete- 


ly successful, as it was performed with great facility, 


| and gave so little pain to the patient that he betray- 


ed a disposition to fall asleep. 


— — — — 





R. WRIGHT has removed his office to the 

rooms directly over the Aporuecarims’ Harr, 
corner of ond Third streets. Persons having 
business w m relateve to this Journal, or those 
wishing lis professional services, will find him at 
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